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CASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRE

Your name @950/\/‘5@ EoWNRRL \./.; S Rank _&6_7:_ Serial No./sSodS0é&7

TELPHENS
427C.5. 3137C.GR Prub wW. I
Organi’zation GGp Commander 7L £/E Rank /v'fCqun co Rank 4 7~ Lol

(full name) (full name)
What year _ /745 month 722C4  day 24 _ did you go down?

What was the mission,: Kla .7 77Co0 2565 target, 2% £RST oF WESEL. yarget
time, [0/7 yaltitude, 500 Fr route q<:heduled,

,route flown

o~ f ¢ > ’
Where were you when you left formation? VST L ERVING D2

Did you bail out? Yes

Did other members ot crew bail out? Con £L/CTING SToLIES, OLPPOSITE

_S)0F OF FPRGE

Tell all you know about when, where, how each person in your aircraft for whom no
individual questionnaire is attached bailed out. A crew list is attached. Please
give facts. If you don't know, say: "No Knowledge". /F<£< LR TR0 PELS

Qo7 OVT O K LEAVING QALY THE CEW. No ArlowibEDGE O
CREW,

Where did your aircraft strike the ground? Mo AANowi £0G £ o EFE /.

What members of your crew were in the aircraft when it struck the groun.? (Should
cross check with 8 above and individual juestionnaires) ANMo LA/bwi EDGE

Fordspsint 57
Where were they in aircraft? ANo /(/A/gtd%

What was their condition? No &Q_\QEQEQGé

When, where, and in what condition did you last see any members not already des-
cribed above? Zéo7e N ko7 s Co-Pier ¥+ RO STHRTNG Fok LERE oF
LhBNE THEY WERE S FRE BRCK B Ti4E NAVIGRIoR'S TiBhE
f@VﬂZﬁ(ﬁC/Qﬁ}iéﬁf WS LEMND THE OROP CLF SETWEEN Tr'é 2 Dogkss
VuS7 BEACHIANEG Fol HiS ClHITE So MHE Counkl Ful (7 on, SEE

QTHER SiDE TiHis Took PLACE UPen QETING OUT QF EnEMY F/E&4
NoNéE HAD BEEN WouNBED,

.
Please give any similar information on personnel of any other crew of which you
have knowledge. Indicate source of information.

LW hEDGE

(Any additional information may be written on the back)

8-3862




- A\ File # 13420
INDIVIDUAL CAS'UALTY UESTIONNAIRE

Name “of crew member: Blendinger, Bert Leroy
Rank: 1st Lt.

Serial number: 0-677232

Position: Crew (Bomber) MeoRitmwoci(Figitsxix Pilot

Did he bail out? _ Ao ApewWhEDGE

Where? No EnNowleEDGE

If not, why not? WE WERE VERY Law. HE whulD B¢ basr 7o k& RVE

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane: S AW Mem

1oy 7o Co-RLol BND TELL Him To TELL Vs To JimP

Was he injured? MNE D/ DNT SEEM To BE

Where was he when last seen? yA/ &S SERT TRYING Jo SET Rute-Lrlo?

Any hearsay information: AJoa/E

Source: A/ONE

Any explanation of his fate based ir part or wholly on supposition: /-/F /9IRS BEenN

BupRED E/iTHER INQeRMABNY OL Hokhkmng. His GRRVE No. Basd

[FLL WERE (N MY ORRERLY [Foort Onl Til&E PRY [ WRS BENG
TRESFECRED Ford THE SQON.

Total number of missions of above crew member: A/o Aa/ow bk ERG &

Dates and destinations if possible: Ao AAow lEDGE




- & File # 13420
INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QUESTIONNAIRE

Name “of crew member: We is e r, Robert Maurice
Rank: and .

Serial number: 0-76.558

Position: Crew (Bomber) svomismmvoiPeghvesPex Co-pilot

Did he bail out? _Ae AApoWwlEPGE

Where? Ne KatowLEDGE

If not, why not? A/ G4 7 A7 HAVE HARD TIME

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loes of plane: WHEN HE ToLD

RAP/c OPERRTOR 15 TELL PHoro GRRPHER AND (76 NJumPE

Was he injured? Ap7” WHEN (4257 SAW MM,

Where was he when last seen? 27 VAV, G 70fS TRBLE on WeY To Dook,

Any hearsay informution: A/& WRS RBurep £1THER /N f/ozzg,\/pge

GermMANY /W RS G/ VEAN THE L8FVE NQ. ANDRCL.

Source: ROJu7TmR~NT OF MY SODN

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: HE //6; J3EEA/

BuRED LL PECOLDS OF 7iyS WERLE /N MV OLOERLY Loom THE

DAY | WAS LERVING THE QuTEeT

Total number of missions of above crew member: A/0 k.//\/owLFDGE

Dates and destinations if possible: Ao IeAIQWLaFDC’LE,

6-3861, AF




: File # 13420
INDIVIDUAL CASUALTY QURSTIONNAIRE — ¢ 7 1342

Name f crew member : Wolf e, Eomett Leroy
hnk: Ogto

Serial number: 33603438

Position: Crew (Bomber) quoBbishbodBightecbs Radio Operatar

Did he bail out? A0 AAlowWAEDGE

Where? /£ € JRLED OUT - BETWEEN D7 ANQ BHrNE

If not, why not? M, Gu7r AN 7T ARUVE HRD TimE Du & 7o bew RL77 7ODE

Last contact or conversation just prior to or at time of loss of plane: A& CHLLED

DRown 7o FHoTo SRR PIER AND | To BB/t ©J7

Was he injured? A p 7" WHEAN [ ARST SRW Him.

Where was he when last seen? /97 N}?Vj@g{aﬁé‘ 'fﬁﬂ,é’ HERING 6»«9/?0 De ok,

Any hearsay information: A/p A/£

Source: _ A pNE

Any explanation of his fate besed in part or wholly on supposition: §/‘-/0ULO r-/ﬁvf

GOTTEN OUT BND MIGHT HRVE RBEEN SHor VWIHEN HE LpNDER

Total number of missions of above crew member: /) 7i// AN & AE HARD Foul o€ Frve

Dates and destinations if possible: No@MANDY( 6-&-4%) Iollan'd(SEPTYYL.)

OHINE (3-94/-4/5)

6-3861,AF




e A File # 13420
INDIVIDUAL CASUMLTY QUESTIONNAIRE

G R Hig g in's, Charles A, Jr,
R‘nk' 2m Lto

Serial number: 0-1648625

Position: Crew (Bomber) Xee0Bbigvo{ngIresie Photographer

Did he bail cut? Ao A e wi £QGE

Where? Ap ANowAEDGE

If not, why noi? &' Weoulonr [T CHUTE ON 1N ALrGr's"

Last contact or conversation just prior to'or at time of loss of plane: / ) Kot

1o HorRRY RNO GET His (purE ON ANO GE7F ov7,

Was he injured? \o7” WHMEA  AAST SARW [fim.

Where was he when last seen? JE/NO 7THE DR oP-OFF J3ETWEEN THE 2 Pooks.

Any hearsay information: _A/OA/&E

Source: AbAE

Any explanation of his fate based in part or wholly on supposition: / WOU‘|Q ;ax

HE WEANT DowA WirTr] THE SiiP DuETe 7HE Sgel \NVE W ERE

S0 now AND | HERED THE PhAE MHiT ERST OF Tm&
RHNE

Total number of missions of above crew member: A 'Q‘f A Nown

Dates and destinations if possible: /\/Q '(‘/A/"Qwétf"zg{




mlw/5/18/45

iu.u.mz.w l!.l.t!..ll.ﬂm(dn)
55 Interstate “arkway
Bradford, Penngylvania

Znd. LS. Robert N. Woiser Wrs. Ruth B. Welser (wife) \/
229 Brunswick Boulevard
Buffale, New York
/

2nd. Lt. Charles A. Kiggias, Jr. Mr. Charles Miggins, Sr. (father) V
906 Dupont fwad
Wlsington, T3lawere

T/Sgt. Bdward J. Cardner, Jr. Wr. Sdward J. Gardner (father)
45 lendale Park ol
Esmaond, Indisns v

Sgt. Bmett L. Yolfe Mrs. Bertha Wolfe (wmother)
3 BEast Grove Street v’
fdwardeville, Pennsylvania
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INr, 47th TCSq, 513th TCOp.
Subj: "Supvlemental Rpt. of M r'sing Alc"

‘e

4. 3Before I bailed out, I told the photographer to put his chute on and bail
out. I was nearest to the door when the bail out order came, so went out first.
Just befors I went out, I saw Lt. HIGGINS reaching for hies chute. Sgt. Wolfe and
Lt. WEISER were on the war to the door. After I bailed out, my back was to the
plane all the way down and I saw neither what havpened to the plane or whether any
other chutes came out. I landed in an open area perhans 200 yards from the Rhine
near a large brown house.

/ /() /
&u‘d’ 241“ /é//leer/ %
Edward J. Gardner, Jr.
T/Sgt., Alr Corps
15085067

/ )
Subscribed and sworn to before me this date VS Man el //‘/J

/

/4 ,"

V& » N /,
WILLIAM F. LIXD
Hajor, Air Corps
Executive Officer




477H TROOP CARRIER SQUADROX
31'5'1‘=r TROOP CARRIER GROUP
" APO 133, U.S. AAMY

28 MNarch 1945

SUBJECT: Supplemental Report off Miseing Aireraft.

T0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 313th Troop Carrier Grouwp, APO 123, U.S.
Arny.

1. I wes the Aerial Engineer aboard the C-46D, Aircraft No. 44-77581,
participating on the combat operation "Varsity". Other members of the crew
were: Pilot, lst Lt, BERT L, BLENDINGER, 0-677232; Co-pilot, 2und Lt. ROBERT
M. WEISER, 0-765558; Radio Operator, Szt. Pmmett L, Wolfe, 33603438, and
passenger Photographer, 2nd Lt, CHARLES A. HIGGINS, 0-1648625.

2. We had been lagging slightly behind the formation as we approached
the luine. Ve were flying No. 3 ship of the third element, second section of
niu~, second serial. We came into the DZ on course and encountered heavy fire
from the elfge of the woods west of the DZ. Jast before we reached the DZ ---
we had net dropped our troops -- I saw No, 2 ship in an element in front of
us nose down toward the ground and hit and explode as short distance west of
the D2, 4t was in an open field. I had seen no fire or smoke coming from this
plane prior tuv its crash.

3. We encountered gome small arms fire over the DZ but got all of our
troops ari bundles off over the D7, dropping on our ¥iight Leader, lst Lt.
EDWARD W. PAUL, JR., I then noticed that our flaps would not come back up,
wvhich slowed us up and forced vs to drop behind the formation. After we made
the right turn very heavy fire broke loose. One shell came through the left
door, glanced off my helmet made a large hole in right side of the fuselage.
We were trying to climb out but were not making much progress. The flaps
seemed to stay about a half to a gquarterdown. Lt. HIGGINS had refused to
put on his flak suit or chute, saying it interferred with his taking the pic-
tures, and as we flew over the woods on the way west toward the Rhine thromgh
the heavy fire, I threw Lt. HIGGINS on top of hig flak suit and got on tope
of him to afford scw protection. A few seconds later I looked into the cocknit
and all I could see was smoke. Sgt. Wolfe and Lt. WEISER came out of the cock-
pit and had wal%ed ubout to the end of the navigator's table. Flames were
shooting out of the cockpit into the cabin. The flames seemed to be coming
out of the trap door behind the pilot's seat. These flames may have caught
Lt. WEISER'S emtewhen he passed through. About that time Lt. BLENDINGER
turned around and gave Lt., WEISER a message of some kind and Sgt. Wolfe
velled ot Lt, HIGGINS and me to bdail out. Just before this I had looked in-
to the cockpit and it seemed to me that Lt., BLENDINGIR was trying to set the
automatic pilot.




- ‘s" : 5 ) . ¢
~M¢asihg A{r Crew Report ﬂg d 7

C-48D, No, Li=T7581

The following named personnel were the passengers in C-44D, No, 44=77581,
These men are not being reported as casualties by this organization,

213th PARA INFANTRY REGIMENT

NAME RANK ASK
LANEY, RAY F. 1lst It, 01321218
Veal, Emmitt D, Pfo. 34358356
Austin, Harold D. ““ e 4 T/3 17049291
lﬂlbr: Virgil E, v gpl. * 39;1222512
Kramer, George M, R fc, 39 :
Adkins, Joel R, oa~#vi? S/5gt. 38382655
Harms, Robert L, #7rw Pfc, 36442089
B e o =
aco enry L ¢ "
Chansy, John R. Jr, — T Pfc. 332:5;23
Cantrell, Jack —-\_MW“\F Pvt, 34683
Steanson, Robert E, . S/Sgt. thm'ﬁ
Cox, James C, W~ g s T/Sgt. 384059
Gaulding, ?c?&rd R, No'w\0 l;::. gﬁ';’zgggg
o B Cpl, 33828467

3 : s . 603
Averyt, Charles B, “WO . Cpl. 3_8&7% 3
Holumes, James F, "1 §n0 Pfc, 36756782
Foran, George D, # (0 inAn Pvt, 3&9%;?
Sweet, Bengamin H, Sk Pfc. 36320
Dill, Gilbert We A= "~ Pyt 42060047
Givens, James R, ™0 o e Pvt, 35927

- Dickerson, Vernon. = ‘ vvvh Cplé. 3&6;3;2;3

Guttridge, Nelson As V4 wA{a 3;5@. gzgnoel.

Johnson, James R. %J'fo




: . ONE OF THE FOLLOVING
IF PERSONWEL ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE SURVIVED, ANSWER YES TO
STATEMENTS: (a) Parachutes were uud__?_‘_;(b)?or:ons ::;; seen walking away from
scene of crash 3 or (o) Any other reason (Spec e TPPTXTTE L
ATTACH AERIAL PHOYOGRAFH, MAP, CHART, OR SKETCH, SHOWI LOCKTION
WHERE AIRCRAPT WAS LAST SEEN OR HEARD FROM.
ATTACH EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTION OF M; FORCED LANDING, OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES

- PERTAINING TQ ING AIRCRAFT.
" GIVE NAME, mﬁg‘) SERIAL WUMBER "j.",',"“' IN CHARGE OF SBARCH, IF ANY,

INCLUDING DESCRIF.ION AND EXTENT

Date of Report_2¢{ Man of5

REMA EYEWITNESS STATEMENTS
. : Najor, Alr Corps

Commanding

After the Paratroops had d.roppod.on the "DZ", I saw a ship on fire on
our rld:: and below u.op From our maneuvering c‘bm'lt it .m.::r::. t:la:‘:hn nltﬂ.p
Lt. Blendinger g.., Two clmtes dropped from the plane %en!
int cruglgl Just bdeyond the DZ. The ship exploded when 1t hit the

l"”ltg..'#

into a bank and
ground.

Qo X *

e

:. A.

c.pt‘Ai%'TAi? (fo-r.ps.
Identillag marks:

AAF serial number painted on vertical stabilizer and rudder in 12
inch yellow block numerals. AAF Serial number painted in two inch
block numerals om twenty four various places on the ship., A forty inch
block N3 is ainted on both sides of the fuselage behind cockpit. An
eighteen inch block "G" is painted on both sides of the vertical stebilizer

Revised: Headquarters, Ninth Air Force, 15 August 1944.
Reproduced: -Headquarters, 313th Troop Carrier Group, 1 September 1944.




WAR DEPARTMENT
UARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

MISSING AIR CREW REPORT

IMPORTANT: This report will be compiled in triplicate by each Army Air
Foroes organization within 48 hours of the time an air orew
member is officially reported missing.

ORGANIZATION: Looation,by Name Achiet, France : Command eosdsbefgame 1X Tr Carr
Group 313th Tr Caxx ¢ Squadron 47th Tr Carr ¢ Detachment prmanis
SPECIFY: Tlace of Departure Achiet, Frunce + Course_203 Mile BB

Target or Intended Destination ud! G.H + Type of Wisa an
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND VISIBILIT 5 OF USH OR WHFEN A2 REPORTED:
Yo clouds. Vigibilit mile. Restricti
a] Dey on ear '
of last known whereabouts of missing airoralt.
(b) Specify whether aircraft was laet sizhted ( ): Tast contacted by
radio( ): Porced down{ ): Seen ©n Crich(X): or Information not Available(x)
AIRCRAFT WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED 70 l..ib BEEN LOST, AS A RRSULT OF: (Check
only one) Enemy Aircraft ( ): Bnemy Anvi-iiroraft (x): Other Circumstances
as Follows:

ATRORAPT: Type, Model and Serles  C—48D TRAF Serial iiimber 4477681
NICKNAME OF AIRCRAFT, if any Nene B R
ENGINES: Type, Model and Series

(a) ¥P-082798 : (b) R
INSTALLED WEAPONS (Furnis '
(a)¥ot applicable: Eb) r (d)
(e) : (£) t (h)

i) s () t (1)

m) : (p)
THE PERSONS LISTED | AS: (&) Eotoie Casnalty =

ARE or {b) Non-Battia Casr 1ty
NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AI : + Passengors & : Total_. 4~

=

(Starting with Pilot, fur the fo z partioulars  1f more Bhas
persons were aboard aircraft, list similar particulars on seperate sheets
and attach original to this form.)
- Name in Full Serial Current
Crew Position ¢ iu-t Name Firsti Rank  Nurber  Status
1. F{lot(_\ w8 T u‘\

12. IDENTTW B0 HO! ; 3 3 AVE OV LEDGT
CRAFT, AND CHECK A SIS FOR SAME:
Check only one column
Contaocted w
Serial by last  Saw Foroed

r Radio  Sfghted Crash landing
x ) y

(Over)
CONTTDENPIAL







